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Aligning Qatari Environmental Legislation with International
Environmental Treaties and Agreements

ABSTRACT

This study investigates the extent to which Qatari environmental legislation aligns with
international environmental treaties and agreements. It adopts a descriptive, analytical,
critical, and comparative methodology to examine the content and effectiveness of Qatar's
legal framework in addressing contemporary environmental challenges. The research
highlights Qatar’s substantial progress in enacting environmental laws that reflect international
standards, particularly in the areas of climate change mitigation and sustainable development.
The study provides an overview of the global evolution of environmental governance, with
particular focus on key international milestones such as the Stockholm Conference (1972),
the Rio Earth Summit (1992), and the Paris Agreement (2015). In assessing the compatibility
of national legislation with these international instruments, the study evaluates both legal
substance and institutional implementation. The central research question addresses the
degree to which Qatari environmental laws have kept pace with international commitments
amidst pressing environmental issues. Findings indicate that Qatar has taken meaningful
steps toward legislative reform, especially in promoting sustainable cities and sustainable
transportation, yet challenges remain in enforcement mechanisms and inter-institutional
coordination. The study concludes by emphasizing the need for continued development of
the environmental legal framework in alignment with Qatar’s international obligations and
the strategic objectives of Qatar National Vision 2030.
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