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Criminalizing Corruption in Private Sector: An Analytical Study in
Jordanian Legislation

ABSTRACT

This study addressed the topic of criminalizing corruption in the private sector, considering that
this approach does not receive sufficient attention in Jordanian legislation and several Arab
legislations. These laws have focused on criminalizing corruption in the public sector while
neglecting the private sector, despite the interconnected nature of corruption’s emergence
and spread in both sectors. However, this study aimed to highlight corruption specifically
within the private sector. To this end, it discussed the philosophy underpinning the idea of
criminalizing corruption in this sector, the specific interests deserving of criminal protection,
and provided clarification of the legal models that apply to the most common forms of
corruption in the private sector. The study followed a methodology analyzing the Jordanian
legislator’s approach to criminalizing corruption in the private sector and its alignment with
international and regional agreements. It also reviewed the approaches of several Arab
and Anglo-Saxon legislations in this field. In conclusion, the study reached several findings
and recommendations, the most significant of which is that the lack of criminalization of
corruption in the private sector has severe repercussions on the state’s economic interests
and fails to adequately protect the assets of private economic entities from violations. The
study recommended explicitly criminalizing forms of corruption in the private sector by
identifying the elements that constitute these crimes and imposing deterrent penalties on
perpetrators within anti-corruption legislation. It further recommended not relying solely on
theinclusion of all crimes stipulated in international agreements into national legislation, as
these agreements merely urge member states to adopt legislative measures for criminalization
but do not specify the elements of the crime or the prescribed penalties.

Keywords: Private-to-private corruption; private embezzlement; philosophy of criminalizing
corruption; commercial bribery
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