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As the world struggles to find its way out of the
current pandemic, the significance of the rule of
law and the challenge of corruption have been
thrown into an even-sharper relief. Countries
already affected by weak institutions have been
suddenly required to engage in massive social
and financial undertakings to protect their
societies (and economies), offsetting the
balance between urgency and accountability and in the process
giving venal officials new opportunities to engage in corruption—
even at the expense of human lives. In this context, the publication
of the sth issue of the Rule of Law and Anti-Corruption Center
(ROLACC) Journal could hardly be more timely.

This issue builds on the strong academic foundations of
previous numbers—which addressed the private sector, national
institutions, terrorism, emerging technologies, and other relevant
areas—by focusing on proposed legal measures to control
corruption.

The authors tackled a number of significant issues, starting
with the conflict between legal immunity and law enforcement in
Palestine, pointing out the challenges this creates for the
prosecution of malfeasance, and the need for an impartial,
objective, and independent decision-making process. Highlighting
the issue of accountability among key decision-makers, this
author’s argument is particularly relevant today.

Not disregarding the prominence of supranational efforts,
another author addressed the African Union Convention on
Preventing and Combating Corruption (AUCPCC) to argue for the
application of private civil actions. He further proposed a protocol
that represents a viable route to complement the traditional—and
largely ineffective—criminal approach in punishing corruption,
with the added value of providing a way to compensate its victims.

Finally, the discussion is elevated to a global level by reflecting
on the emergence of deferred prosecution agreements (DPAs) as
an instrument increasingly adopted in different jurisdictions
around the world. Due to the associated costs of prosecution and
high threshold of evidence that law enforcers must meet—further
exacerbated in international cases—DPAs are becoming a crucial
weapon in the fight against corporate wrongdoing.

On behalf of the Editorial Board, | wish to congratulate the
contributors to this issue. The instruments and approaches offered
by the authors promise to be of great value to ethically-committed
national and international reformers.
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